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Editor: Klaus Herbert

Anlässlich der IPA-Freundschafts-
woche 2019 hatte ich die Gelegen-
heit, das Museum der Verkehrspo-
lizei in St. Petersburg zu besuchen. 
Es behandelt die Geschichte der 
Polizeieinheit von ihrer Entste-
hung bis heute - in Film und Expo-
naten: Straßenbeläge, Fahrzeuge, 
Uniformen, Ausrüstung, Kennzei-
chentafeln, Dokumente uvm.

The setting up of the Museum of the 
State Automobile Inspectorate in St 
Petersburg was made possible thanks 
to collaboration from the city‘s leading 
museums - among them the Hermita-
ge, the Russian Museum, the Museum 
of the History of St Petersburg and of 
course from specialists and veterans of 
service in the traffic police, and from 
inhabitants of the city themselves. ..
In terms of content, the exhibition has 
proved itself worthy of the reputations 
of our leading museums, confirmation 
of which we have received from mu-
seum specialists and tour leaders from 
many different countries.
A wide variety of social categories vi-
sit the museum regularly, from the very 
youngest participants in the road safety 
process to the oldest: there is no one 
for whom knowledge of road safety 
regulations can be superfluous. Our 
BARCO multimedia complex allows 
us to show films‘ videos and cartoons‘ 
and to work with new computer pro-
grams - for instance,
to recreate the sense of taking a ride 
in a carriage along Nevsky Prospekt, 
the city‘s central avenue. And who can 
resist taking a turn on the Neva mul-
tiple-choice machine, trying out their 
knowledge of the Highway Code!
Ultra-modern lighting design allows us 
to accentuate different aspects of the 
display as we move round this small 
museum, a feature which is of particu-
lar importance when we have special 
guests, for instance hearing-impaired 
children.

“Her Majesty the Road” is a course de-
veloped specially for the very youngest 
schoolchildren, testing their knowled-
ge and ability to „associate“ with this 
most important „personage“, as well 
as providing a great deal of interesting 
details from her biography. These clas-

ses are parti-
cularly adapted 
to ensure that 
children with 
special needs 
feel comfor-
table and able 
to participa-
te fully. Older 
classes can try 
out whether 
they would like 
to work in the 
traffic police, and in future we intend 
to open a faculty for teenagers wishing 
to become inspectors in the service. 
Trainee excursion guides and museum 
staff can take part in the organization 
of seminars and training sessions right 
here in the museum.
In addition to traditional activities - 
taking the Oath of Loyalty, arranging 
meetings with veterans of the service, 
lectures - we seek to throw some light 
on everyday life. We have launched, for 
instance, a successful series of exhi-
bitions of paintings by officers in the 
traffic police, as part of our aim to im-
prove the often very strained relations 
between the traffic police, drivers and 
other road users.
Amongst our future plans are the hol-
ding of scientific conferences on dif-
ferent aspects of work in the traffic 
police, classes for students in higher 
education institutes training for related 
professions, providing consultations to 
citizens on the history of the service, 
and publishing activities (including pu-
blications for the schools service and 
for drivers).
In order to fully illustrate the state 
system of road safety both in Russia‘s 
former capital and in the surrounding 
province, from the times of Peter the 
Great in the early 18th century right 
up to the present day, we are continual-
ly adding to our collection gathering 
exhibits for the exhibition, developing 
systems for their conservation and 
storage understanding how  they can 
be used in the educational process. As 
part of this work we work closely with 
private collectors and have a number 
of objects on long-term loan from 
other city museums.
Despite our small staff – just two mem-
bers – we seek to be at the heart of 

events in St. Petersburg, to be useful to 
society, to become a social centre for 
those with common interests in road 
safety, a means of intercultural dialogue 
which might increase understanding 
beyond the bounds of a small group in 
society.
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